Fact #1: Food molecules are digested (broken down) by enzymes.

Fact #2: Enzymes for digestion are found in the stomach and duodenum.

Question: Are enzymes for the digestion of starch found in your mouth (saliva)?

Assignment: Develop an experiment to test this question.

Requirements: 

1. Hypothesis

2. Materials List and Procedure (make sure you develop controls for each test)

3. Results and Conclusion

Starch Assay

1. Place 2 mL of the solution to be tested into a test tube.

2. Add .25 mL of iodine solution to the sample.

3. Mix

4. Record the color after mixing (a black precipitate forms in the presence of starch)

Sugar Assay

1. Place 2 mL of the solution to be tested into a test tube.

2. Add 2 mL of Benedict’s solution to the sample.

3. Mix.

4. Heat in a boiling hot water bath (100 mL of water in a 250 mL beaker) for 2 minutes.

5. Record the color after heating (a brick red or green color indicates the presence of sugar).

