Topic Paper Rubric

Student Name: __________________________


Yes Test: You must receive all “yeses” for your paper to be scored. Any “no” will stop the process.

	Yes
	No
	Basic Requirement

	
	
	1. Topic is clearly stated 

	
	
	2. Paper typed with citations evident

	
	
	3. Minimum 3 sources (and a variety of types)

	
	
	4. Bibliography is accurate and correctly formatted in MLA style

	
	
	5. Paper written in 3rd person; content not personal essay but non-biased research

	
	
	6. Paper meets minimum length standard (3 pages, excluding title, figures and Bibliography)

	
	
	7. Evidence of editing of the rough draft


Scoring --  4—Outstanding               3—Good               2—Poor               1—Unacceptable 

Use of Sources

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Researched information appropriately cited using MLA style
	
	
	
	

	Enough outside information to clearly represent a research process
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates use of correctly cited paraphrasing 
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates use of correctly cited direct quotations
	
	
	
	

	Sources connect to the topic
	
	
	
	

	Sources on Bibliography accurately match sources cited within the text
	
	
	
	


_______/24
Content/Organization

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction is engaging and clearly defines topic
	
	
	
	

	Topic is focused 
	
	
	
	

	Paper provides reader a thorough understanding of the topic
	
	
	
	

	Paragraphs contain clear topic sentences and appropriate supporting sentences
	
	
	
	

	Text organization flows sensibly and smoothly
	
	
	
	

	Organization of the paper follows the sequence in your outline
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion thoughtful, engaging, and clear
	
	
	
	


_______/28

Mechanics/Usage/Spelling/Format

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Pagination (top right following last name)
	
	
	
	

	12 point Times New Roman font and appropriate margins
	
	
	
	

	Correct language usage and grammar
	
	
	
	

	Double-spacing
	
	
	
	

	Written in formal style
	
	
	
	


_______/20

Comments on back.

Total Score: ________/72   Total Percentage: _________%

