Course Syllabus – Advanced Biology (Biology KCKCC)

GENERAL INFORMATION
Contact Information


Mr. McFarlane


Phone: (913) 627-7096


E-mail: jemcfar@kckps.org


innuce75@gmail.com

Website: http://kckpsscience.org/lifeofstudy
Text:  Biology 7th Ed., Campbell and Reece. 2005.
Introduction
The Advanced Biology program is designed to cover the same material covered in a freshmen level college biology course.  We will use a college textbook and perform more complex laboratories.  An average introductory biology course in college is one semester long including 4 one-hour lectures and 1 three-hour lab each week for a total of 5 credit hours.  If you received a qualifying score on the Accuplacer, you can earn 5 credit hours through KCKCC.  If you qualify for free or reduced lunch, this credit is free.  If you do not qualify the cost is $59.00 per credit hour ($295.00), which is very inexpensive for college credit.  A life science, such as Biology, is almost universally required for college graduation so this class may help you meet a college graduation requirement.  

Course Description

Advanced Biology will cover topics in chemistry, biochemistry, energetics, the cell, molecular and classical genetics and evolution.  Laboratory investigations and procedures will be of significant importance.  The course will emphasize your understanding of the connections between different biological concepts, the application of science in a laboratory setting, and exposure to college level coursework.

Expectations

To be successful in Advanced Biology you must be prepared to work hard each day.  You will be responsible for homework assignments at the beginning of most classes, you will need to study regularly to perform well on exams, and you will be required to complete a number of lab investigations and reports.  This class will be harder than you expect (the exams in particular), but remember it is a college course.  If you apply yourself, by May you will be amazed by what you have accomplished.  This course is a great preparation for college, the ACT, and you will receive 5.0 grade points (weighted course) for an “A” rather than just 4.0! 

Required Materials
Each day students must bring the following to class:

· Pencil or Pen

· Any required homework assignments

· Your Laptop
· Any other materials as directed
COURSE POLICIES
Discipline Procedure
Each student is expected to abide by the school code of conduct.  Breaking any of these rules will result in consequences as outlined by the school discipline plan (also posted).  At all times I will adhere to the school discipline plan, so there should be no confusion as to the consequences for your actions.  Basically, the consequences in my classroom will proceed as follows:

1. Warning/discussion

2. One page written summary of course material or other consequence as I deem appropriate (as outlined in the discipline plan).

3. Detention 

4. Office referral

Tardiness

Arriving in class on time is a matter of individual responsibility.  On time means in the room when the bell rings.  If you are walking through the door as the bell rings you are tardy.  The consequences for tardiness will be the same as those listed above in adherence with the school discipline plan.

Attendance/Late/Make-up Policy
Don’t miss my class; it is too easy to get behind.  If class time is missed due to an absence, two weeks will be given to complete make-up assignments from the time of your return to the classroom.  You will receive a schedule of assignments for the 1st semester on the first day of class so there should be no confusion about what you need to make-up.  If you are planning an absence for any reason, I would strongly recommend that you speak to me prior to the absence.

Late work is accepted one class day late for 10% less credit.  After that zero points can be earned.  I may choose to adjust this policy at any time.  It is essential that you develop the routine of always completing work on time.  It will be common in college to have classes in which no late work is accepted.
In my experience, missed and late work account for more failing grades then any other reason.  Be in class and hand your work in!

Academic Dishonesty
This will not be tolerated.  If you are found falsifying your work, plagiarizing, or otherwise cheating, you will receive an automatic zero for that assignment.

Notebooks

You will be required to keep a three-ring binder as your notebook.  You will be instructed on the order in which their notebook is to be kept and I will collect and grade notebooks periodically.  Keeping your notebook will be an important part of your class grade.
Homework
Homework will be due at the beginning of most class periods as detailed in your schedule.  For homework you will be required to either prepare for laboratories or take notes from the book on the objectives we will cover in class.  For pre-lab homework you will have questions to answer.  In order to be successful it is essential that you keep up with your homework. 
Grading
My purpose as your teacher is to help you succeed.  If you have concerns about your grade please come in and see me.  My grades will be posted on School Loop.  The work you perform throughout the year will be assigned points.  The number of points you accumulate as a percentage of the total will determine your grade.  Following is the grading scale:

A+   98-100

C    73-76

A    93-97

C-   70-72

A-   90-92

D+  67-69

B+   87-89

D    63-66

B     83-86

D-   60-62

B-    80-82

F     0-59

C+    77-79

All grades reaching .5 will be rounded up.  For example, an 89.5 will be an A-.

Points in Advanced Biology will be weighted in the following percentages each semester:


Exams 





– 40%


Labs 





- 40%


Daily/Homework Assignments


- 20%

Extra Credit
Extra credit can be earned in various ways.  I like to give extra credit for laboratory work especially.  See me for more information.






